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Dear Member, 

Another exciting year has passed for our organisation. 
I am pleased to announce a profit of $303,015 for 
the 2018/19 financial year. This strong result is 
the product of hard work by Growcom’s dedicated 
staff and the realisation of advantageous business 
opportunities.  

This year has been a year of change as we said 
goodbye to some key staff and welcomed new faces to 
the team. By now many of you will have met our new 
CEO David Thomson. David has brought a wealth of 
experience to the company and a commercial focus. 

We also welcomed to the team Fair Farms Program 
Manager Thomas Hertel who has been leading us 
through the roll-out of this crucial program. Since 
its formal launch at the 2019 Hort Connections 
conference in Melbourne, Fair Farms has been and 
continues to be widely applauded by both growers 
and the broader supply chain. 

Richard Shannon has also joined us in early 2019 
taking on the role of Manager Policy & Advocacy left 
vacant by the departure of Rachel Mackenzie. Rachel 
has moved onto bigger things at Berries Australia and 
we wish her every success in her new role. Richard has 
stepped into some very big shoes and has made every 
post a winner.  

I would also like to acknowledge the hard work and 
dedication of the Hort360 team. The Hort360 program 
and the staff that work with it are widely respected 
by growers and government. If you haven’t already, I 
would encourage you to engage with this program as 
I am sure it will be of great benefit and value to your 
business. 

The Queensland Horticulture Council (QHC) continues 
to address and deliver on key issues relevant to 
Queensland horticulture. The QHC is chaired by FNQ 
Growers Chairman and Growcom Director, Joe Moro. I 
would like to thank all the members of the QHC, they 
are a passionate and dedicated group who work very 
hard in their local grower organisations and find time 
to contribute to the broader growing community. 

To my fellow Directors, thank you. I am very proud to 
work with people who are so dedicated to the success 
of this organisation and industry. You all go the extra 
mile. One of our longer serving Directors, Derek 
Lightfoot has stepped down this year. Derek joined 
the Growcom Board in 2013 and took on the role 
of Deputy Chair and Chair of the Finance and Audit 
Committee (FAC). Derek has been integral to much of 
the success we are enjoying today. The Board is united 
in wishing Derek every success in the future.  

Your Directors have also seen an increase in their 
remuneration for the 2019/20 financial year. After 
reductions over past years, the increase for the 
current year is modest and still below historic levels. 

Finally, the horticulture industry has faced a number 
of challenges this year. One challenge that stands 
out is the 2018 strawberry tampering incident. As 
is typical of Growcom during any emergency or 
disaster we quickly swung into action. We were able 
to leverage our reputation and networks to assist 
industry to obtain financial assistance and on-the-
ground support. 

Growcom continues to support industry in other areas 
as well. We are working with growers in the Lockyer 
Valley in their quest for a workable water solution. 
For those in Reef catchments, we are working with 
government for the best possible outcome for 
horticulture following the passing of the Palaszczuk 
Government’s Environmental Protection (Great Barrier 
Reef Protection Measures) and Other Legislation 
Amendment Bill. The Queensland Farmers’ Federation 
has also been a great support and source of expertise 
on issues relating to water and energy and we will 
continue to work with them for the benefit of the 
horticulture industry.

 

Les Williams     
Chairman 
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