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Welcome to hort360! 
Hort360 is the horticulture best management practice (BMP) program developed by Growcom. It’s a process which is designed 
to give you a 360 degree view of your farm business operations. It assists you to identify potential risks, capitalise on business 
opportunities and highlight unnecessary farm expenses. It’s a whole of farm business approach.

“I encourage growers to use the 
Hort360 program as a useful tool 
to reach their farm productivity 
and sustainability goals through 
improved management.” 

Chris Fullerton 
Chairman, australian PineaPPles

Rowena Beveridge 
Hort360 Facilitator

07 4613 1077 
0417 783 313 
rbeveridge@growcom.com.au

Anna Geddes 
Hort360 Facilitator

07 4613 1077 
0413 902 218 
ageddes@growcom.com.au

SoilImprove your soil quality 

reduce your loss

  The health check card for your farm business

the advantages of using hort360 are:

 risk management
Hort360 helps manage and identify risk whilst creating 
clear objectives and timeframes to work within.

 marketing
Hort360 creates the written records you need to prove 
your business is clean and green, opening market 
opportunities for your produce in both domestic and 
international markets.

 Opportunity & Goal setting
Hort360 identifies opportunities for improvement 
while keeping your goals on track in key areas of your 
farm business operation.

 Office Administration
Hort360 helps to improve your business administration 
through better monitoring and record keeping.

 Business sustainability
Hort360 is a whole of business approach for the 
sustainable management of your farming enterprise.

Hort360 is a simple web based 
program which steps through a 
series of questions about current 
management systems. These 
include irrigation management, 
energy, workplace health and 
safety, industrial relations, 
sediment management and water 
quality. It is a self assessable 
process that highlights risk, sets 
goals and provides direction for 
the grower in the form of links to 
existing sources of information 
and contacts. It doesn’t replace 
other forms of consultation but 
rather prioritises and provides 
specific actions for growers.  

Hort360 along with the web 
program was successfully launched 
last month on the banks of the 
Lockyer Creek and is now ready for 
grower participation. To date there 
has been a lot of interest to have 
these assessments done which is 
extremely encouraging and shows 
the enthusiasm and willingness of 
our growers to continue to excel.

The sediment risk assessment is 
currently being delivered in the 
Lockyer and Sunshine Coast 
regions, the water quality risk 
assessment is being delivered 
through the Reef Programme and 
the irrigation risk assessment is 
being delivered through the Rural 
Water Use Efficiency Initiative 
program. 

Growcom would like to acknowledge 
the Queensland Government for 
funding Hort360 as part of the 
Healthy Catchments Program and 
Resilient Rivers Initiative.

For a simple, 30 minute, no obligation 
soils risk assessment of your farm, 
please contact either Ro or Anna.

You will also receive an A3 laminated 
map of your farm(s).
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5. Stop the backpacker tax

 Growers – we need your help to stop the backpacker tax. 
See how on page 5.

7. Talks end on proposed buy-out

 Discussions have concluded unsuccessfully on proposals 
for the banana industry to take over a NQ farm infested 
with Panama Tropical Race 4 (TR4).

18. Help for farm families

 Farm assets have been cut from the Youth Allowance asset 
test with the aim of helping farm families better support 
their children in further study.

12: Feature - Biofumigation to build soil health

 A field day has shown that a cover crop of Caliente mustard 
can be used successfully both as a green manure and a 
biofumigation aid against weeds and soil borne diseases.
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Growcom CEO 
Pat Hannan

welcome

Changes to backpacker taxation will seriously hurt 
rural Australia

The Federal Government’s decision to scrap the tax-free 
threshold for backpackers working in Australia will significantly 
affect the production horticulture industry which is already 
struggling to find sufficient workers to harvest crops. 

The decision was made to close a “loophole” but Growcom 
believes it will seriously affect horticulture growers’ access to 
labour. We are already seeing signs of this in some areas where 
backpackers are signalling their intention not to return this year. 
Access to labour continues to be a major issue for Queensland 
growers and backpackers on temporary work visas are a vitally 
important labour force during seasonal harvest periods.

The Government’s decision came without consultation with 
industry and Growcom believes that the proposal is short-sighted 
and will dramatically affect rural businesses and communities in 
regional Australia.

As a result of this decision, working holiday makers will stop 
coming to Australia, stop playing a major role in the horticultural 
production cycle and stop spending their hard-earned money 

in small regional towns. According to Austrade’s International 
Visitor Survey Results for the year ended June 2015 backpacker 
expenditure in Australia is about $4.3 million per year.

The proposal will come into force in July and will require working 
holiday makers to pay 32.5 per cent tax on every dollar earned. 
That means that where they were going to be paid $21.62 per 
hour their wage will actually be $14.59 per hour.

This will place those workers in a difficult situation, given the 
high general cost of living in Australia (eg. expenses such as rent, 
food, transport, health and utilities), and this will impact on the 
level of their expenditure in regional centres for entertainment, 
adventure and fun. 

With this decision, harvest workers will make a higher net rate in 
New Zealand, and Canada will be close behind – Australia’s major 
competitors for the working holiday maker tourist market.  

While the increase to taxation will primarily impact the working 
holiday maker Growcom believes this is effectively a penalty on 
the production horticulture industry and the regional centres 
that rely so heavily on backpackers spending their wages on the 
businesses of those small towns. The impacts will be immediately 
felt and Growcom urges the Government to reconsider the 
changes urgently. 

To find out how you can protest the decision please see page 5.
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Growcom Chief Advocate 
Rachel Mackenzie

advocacy and policy

More detail needed on proposed BIRA Guidelines
Growcom has made a submission on the Draft Biosecurity 
Import Risk Analyses (BIRA) Regulations and Guidelines 
developed by the Biosecurity Legislation Implementation 
committee within the Federal Department of Agriculture. 

The new Regulations and associated Guidelines are being 
developed in response to the Import Risk Analysis (IRA) 
examination which occurred in 2014 and as part of the 
implementation of the new Biosecurity Act. 

Growcom has been a strong advocate for the reform of the IRA 
process and successfully lobbied for the IRA examination to be 
initiated. We are pleased that a number of our recommendations 
have been reflected in the final legislation.

The new IRA legislation comprises the Regulations and Guidelines 
which sets out the process for undertaking an IRA. Growcom 
was unable to comment fully on the Guidelines as key areas were 
lacking in detail and it would be useful to have the relationship 
between the two documents made more explicit and the legal 
status of the Guidelines clearly explained.

With regard to the Regulations themselves, we remain 
particularly concerned by the ambiguity around the preparation 
of an issues paper. We believe the issues paper should be 
compulsory rather than a “nice to do”. 

An issues paper gives stakeholders an opportunity to identify 
their concerns and potentially rectify any inaccuracies regarding 
the department’s response. 

Our experience with the IRA for the importation of fresh de-
crowned pineapple (Ananas comosus (L.) Merr.)  from Malaysia 
identified that the department’s initial response was based on 
an incorrect classification of the pest in question and highlighted 
the importance of engaging with a broader range of experts. 

Without an issues paper, there is only one opportunity for formal 
stakeholder input which is insufficient. 

The information gathered for the purpose of the issues paper 
is not wasted as it can then be utilised in the draft BIRA and 
provides a useful and transparent mechanism for formal 
stakeholder input. We contend that if the food and pest/disease 
combination warrants a BIRA then an issues paper should be 
mandatory.

The department has made a real effort to improve 
communication and consultation through the proposed 
establishment of the BIRA liaison officer. It is hoped that this 
will overcome some of the mistrust and confusion that has 
characterised previous IRA processes. However, there should 
still be sufficient opportunity for formal stakeholder input 
particularly from State Government agencies. 

The Guidelines have not been finalised but we have already 
identified concerns relating to the engagement of external 
scientific expertise and, most importantly, the introduction of a 
mechanism for the Inspector General of Biosecurity to initiate a 
review based on science (not just process). 

We believe that much more detail is required on the composition 
and operation of the Scientific Advisory Group and the potential 
review mechanism.

We also ask for adequate consultation and engagement with 
stakeholders on the type of assessment (regulated or non-
regulated) prior to the announcement of a BIRA.

We look forward to ongoing consultation with respect to the 
Guidelines and a transparent and workable BIRA system in the 
future.
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QFF President 
Stuart Armitage

Stop the backpacker tax
The Federal Government’s proposed ‘backpacker tax’ 

is already hurting our regional communities reliant on 

labour from the Working Holiday Maker program. 

Queensland agriculture industries such as horticulture 

and cotton are already feeling the effects of a reduction in 

international workers with many industries relying upon 

backpacker labour to satisfy demand during peak harvesting 

periods.

The Federal Government’s decision to scrap the tax-free 

threshold for backpackers working in Australia will only 

undercut local economies. Although the Queensland 

Farmers’ Federation (QFF) and its members understand 

that the government is trying address Australia’s fiscal 

difficulties, the damage to communities and industry will far 

outweigh any budgetary gains the government can expect. 

It is with this in mind that we ask the government to 

reconsider and properly understand the full implications of 

this change to backpacker taxation. 

QFF is currently working with its industry members and 

other agricultural representative organisations to launch a 

concerted lobbying campaign to resolve this poorly thought 

out change to the backpacker tax. QFF and its industry 

members will not sit idly by while the viability of certain 

agricultural industries and communities is challenged. 

The Federal Government is showing poor judgement by 

proposing changes that will undermine the future of cotton 

and the fruit and vegetable industry. 

Dog/rabbit fence in the spotlight
The Queensland Parliament’s Agriculture and Environment 
Committee is investigating the management of barrier fences 
by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Darling 
Downs-Moreton Rabbit Board (DDMRB). 

The committee will focus on: 

• the management of the Wild Dog Barrier Fence by the 
department

• the management of the Darling Downs-Moreton Rabbit Fence 
by the DDMRB

• the effectiveness of barrier fences at protecting stock and 
crops from wild dogs, rabbits and other introduced species

• the unintended impacts of barrier fences on native species

• recent upgrades to sections of the Wild Dog Barrier Fence by 
the department, and

• whether barrier fences should be expanded to other areas of 
the State to protect stock.

Submissions close Monday 29 February. 

Written submissions should be sent by post to: The Research 
Director, Agriculture and Environment Committee, Parliament 
House Brisbane Q 4000, by fax: 07 3553 6699 or by email:  
aec@parliament.qld.gov.au. 

For more information ring the secretariat on 07 3553 6662 or  
1800 504 022 or visit http://bit.ly/1Oy7uDi

It is anticipated that the committee will report to Parliament its 
findings from this inquiry by May this year.

Growers: we seek your help in protesting the 
Government’s decision. Please contact us at 
communications@growcom.com.au for a copy of 
a letter for your Federal MP. You are, of course, 
welcome to adapt it to include more details of your 
farm’s situation. 

An e-petition has also been launched to protest the 
introduction of the backpacker tax. 

Help support Queensland’s agricultural 
industries and communities by signing 
the petition: www.change.org/p/
australian-government-stop-the-backpacker-tax
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News in brief

Woolworths offers free 
fruit to kids

Woolworths supermarkets are now offering a Free Fruit for 
Kids promotion where a selection of fresh fruit such as apples, 
mandarins and bananas is offered to children visiting the stores to 
encourage them to eat their recommended two serves of fruit a 
day (and their parents to buy more fresh produce).

Free fruit for children has also been offered for the past two years 
at Harris Farm Markets’ 24 stores operating in New South Wales.

Costa opens new glasshouses at 
Guyra
The NSW Government has supported an expansion of 
Guyra’s Costa Tomato Category operations. 

Two new glasshouses are helping Costa reach their long-term 
goal of producing 21 million kilograms of tomatoes a year 
to supply the Australian domestic market and provide a 
massive boost to employment. 

The NSW Government has provided financial support 
through the Regional Industries Investment Fund (RIIF).  

Costa has invested around $60 million in the project, 
expected to create about 170 new jobs in the area. 

The first stage of the Guyra Tomato Exchange Pty Ltd’s 
expanded operations increased the holding from 20 hectares 
to 30 hectares and is a vital link in its parent company, Costa 
Group’s, national trade in food. 

Costa supplies avocados, bananas, berries, citrus, table 
grapes, mushrooms and tomatoes. The company employs up 
to 6000 workers during peak harvest periods and operates in 
more than 30 regional and rural communities in every state. 

Premium varieties of tomatoes will be grown in the new five-
hectare glasshouses and supplied to Australian supermarket 
chains and independent grocers nationally. 

Australian fresh bean exports 
reach record high 
Australian fresh bean 
exports have risen to a 
record high.

Global Trade Atlas (GTA) 
and Australian Bureau 
of Statistics (ABS) figures 
show the export market for 
Australian fresh beans has 
jumped over the past four 
years to more than $5.4 
million in 2014/15 financial 
year, up 52.4 per cent since 
2011/12.

New Zealand is Australia’s 
largest export market for 
fresh beans, holding a 98.4 
per cent share of total fresh 
bean exports for 2014/15.

Australia’s total vegetable 
export market was worth 
more than $125 million 
during the period January 
- August, 2015. This is an 
increase of more than 10.2 
per cent compared with the 
same time in the previous 
year.

Increased exports to 
Singapore, the United Arab 
Emirates and Malaysia are 
behind the growth. Each of 
these countries has seen an 
increase in export demand 
of 41 per cent, 32 per cent 
and 23 per cent respectively 
in comparison to the same 
time in the previous year.

Brisbane Market confirms 
takeover bid

Brisbane Markets Limited (BML) has received confirmation from 
Produce Markets Queensland Pty Ltd (PMQ) that it has despatched 
its Bidder’s Statement for its unsolicited and conditional offer to 
acquire all shares in BML for $3.50 per share.

BML’s Target’s Statement, its formal response to the PMQ Bidder’s 
Statement, is being prepared.

BML has significant concerns that a number of statements made 
by PMQ in its Bidder’s Statement are incomplete, misleading and 
inaccurate and should be read with caution. BML will address each 
of these items in its Target’s Statement.

The costs and benefits of 
permanent netting

The Apple and Pear Growers Association of South Australia has 
been working on a calculator to establish the costs/benefits for 
permanent netting of orchards in the Adelaide Hills. 

The tool is in the form of a spreadsheet which enables growers to 
run different scenarios based on different blocks and netting types 
and projects 20 years forward. The model developed also includes 
forward estimates on the impact of a changing climate (e.g. 
reduced water availability and the higher incidence of sunburn). 

A simple business case template is also available which enables 
growers to pull the numbers from the calculator into a business 
case to present to banks and financers.

While the tool has been developed specifically for Adelaide 
Hills conditions (particularly for future climate projections), 
it may be useful for growers in other regions. Download 
the files online: apgasa.com/industry-news-and-resources/
communication-and-publications.
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Talks end on proposed buy-out of 
infested TR4 farm
Discussions have concluded on 
proposals for banana industry 
members to fund either a buy-out 
or lease of a North Queensland 
banana farm infested with the 
soil-borne fungal disease Panama 
Tropical Race 4 (TR4). 

The Australian Banana Growers’ 
Council (ABGC) held talks on the 
proposals with the family who 
own the 166-hectare farm in the 
Tully Valley which remains under 
quarantine for TR4. Separate 
discussions were also held with 
other banana growers and industry 
members. 

ABGC Chair, Doug Phillips, said the 
talks with the family had concluded 
without any agreement able to be 
reached and no further discussions 
on either proposal were planned. 
Discussions had been held over 
several months and finished last 
month. 

“The ABGC, on behalf of the banana 
industry, spoke with the Robson 
family about the possibility of an 
industry buy-out of their farm to 
allow the farming operations to be 
closed down as part of measures to 

reduce the risk of TR4 spreading,” Mr 
Phillips said.

“Also discussed was an alternative 
proposal whereby the farm could be 
leased from the family so they could 
retain ownership of the property and 
receive lease payments while the 
farm was out of banana production. 

“Agreement was not able to be 
reached and our talks have now 
ended on both of these proposals.” 

Mr Phillips said the proposals were 
just two of the possibilities discussed 
as part of the banana industry’s 
continuing actions to consider 
every option for reducing the risk of 
TR4 spreading from the only farm 
in North Queensland where an 
infestation has been detected. 

“The ABGC will continue to work on 
the ongoing TR4 response and to 
discuss a range of options. It’s only 
through these sorts of discussions 
that we will find the best possible 
solutions,” Mr Phillips said.

“The ABGC would like to thank the 
Robson family for participating in 
the discussions and considering the 
proposals put to them.”

Australia’s avocado appetite sparking short-
term supply shortfall, price rise
An Australian avocado business 
which markets for about 100 
growers, has advised that avocado 
lovers will have to pay a little more 
for the fruit over summer because of 
growing demand.

According to The Avolution 
company, the supply of avocadoes 
from Western Australia and New 
Zealand is down 30 per cent due to 
“environmental issues”. 

As a result retail prices will rise in 
the short term. This is good news for 
growers with fruit to sell.

Antony Allen, CEO of The Avolution, 
said avocados’ massive appeal 
continues to propel consumer 
consumption and rapid industry 
growth.

“In the past 20 years, Australia’s 
avocado production has increased 
from 18 000 tonnes a year to nearly 
68 500 tonnes last year. With 
more Australians than ever adding 
avocados to their shopping baskets, 
the current lull in supply has led to a 
higher wholesale price,” he said.

“We are expecting production to 
ramp up in time for March which 
will stabilise retail prices across the 
country. Until then, consumers can 
expect prices to continue to rise as 
the industry tries to meet exceptional 
demand with less fruit,” Mr Allen said. 

Australia’s expansive land and varied 
climate means avocados can be 
grown year round and growers are 
capitalising on Australia’s desire for 
the premium fruit by planting more 
trees. 
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Tina and Bruce McPherson run a 
strawberry and passionfruit farming 
operation in Bundaberg and Childers 
with tree crops planned for the future.

The McPhersons are not only experienced 
farmers and fresh produce marketers 
who have operated in Bundaberg 
for more than 10 years, they are also 
seasoned travelers who have worked 
on feedlots in countries as diverse as 
Uruguay, East Java and China (Bruce) 
with side visits to Spain (Tina) after she 
won the TQA Australia Global Insights 
Award for the farm’s product quality and 
environmental sustainability.

The travel has enabled Tina to add 
another exciting venture to the farming 
business and she has set up a company, 
Arable Adventures, to host South East 
Asian farming tours.

While Bruce is fully occupied with 
ensuring the superior quality of the 
produce the farm grows and distributes 
to local and interstate markets, Tina fills 
other diverse roles around the property, 
moving between the farm office, packing 
shed, running the farm shop and 
coordinating visitors who come to ‘pick 
your own strawberries’. 

Her primary role is Operations and HR 
Management. The business has a core 
staff of six people, including an excellent 
farm manager, and at the height of 

Tina & Bruce 
McPherson 
Tinaberries 

 Bundaberg, Qld

Tina and Bruce recently experienced the 
process of employing staff on a 457 visa.

“We had two backpackers working for us 
who are just brilliant young men. One has 
a degree in transport logistics and supply 
chain management and the other is a 
qualified carpenter,” Tina said.

“They are very talented guys; they fit so 
well in our team, and wanted to stay.

“They brought skills that we need for 
the development of our farm and future 
markets, so we decided to try to host 
them on 457 visas. 

“It’s not an easy process to navigate and 
you are required to clearly demonstrate 

harvest season Tina will have up to 30 
staff on the books.

“I’m the harmonizer! I keep everything 
running smoothly,” Tina said. 

“I work with the pickers and packers 
and make sure everyone is happy, keep 
everyone busy and manage schedules 
and leave. 

“I see my role as ensuring that everyone 
in the team stays until the very end of the 
season. 

“The last thing you want is to be trying to 
find new staff only ten days out from the 
end of harvest, so we make sure everyone 
is looked after.”

is the 
next big
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the need for the person and how their 
skills are essential to achieving your 
business plan.”

While most of the McPhersons’ fruit is 
sold in southern markets, specifically 
Melbourne and Sydney, Pick Your Own 
plays an important promotional role for 
the business. 

“Once we have completed harvesting 
from a patch and we are ready to sacrifice 
it, visitors can go in and have some fun 
picking their own strawberries and eating 
as much as they like,” Tina said.

“The benefit to us is that most are locals 
and we’ve made a connection with them, 
so now they will look out for our product 
in their local shop.”

Tina says that what she loves about 
farming is the freedom to make your own 
decisions.

“I love that we are only answerable to 
ourselves. The farm gives us the flexibility 
to have our family around us, and our kids 
have a beautiful place to grow up in,” Tina 
said.

“This property used to grow cane, so it’s 
nice to be able to look around the farm 
and think, we’ve built this ourselves.”

With Arable Adventures, Tina will embark 
on her first tour to Vietnam later this 
month with a small group of growers.  

“When you go on leadership courses, 
they always bring to your attention the 
importance of spending your time doing 
things that you are passionate about and 
that you love doing,” Tina said.

“Besides farming, I love travel and touring. 

“When I was in my twenties, I worked in 
resorts and my favorite part of the job 
was guest relations – helping people get 
organised to do the things they wanted to 
do on their holiday. 

“Also, when Bruce and I were working 
in corporate farming in Indonesia, I was 
just overwhelmed by the diversity of 
agriculture there - feedlots, irrigation, 
small lot farming. I really felt that other 
Australian farmers should see all these 
amazing things that are going on, all right 
on our doorstep.”

Knowing that people in agriculture love 
visiting other people’s farms and meeting 
other growers, Tina decided to forge 
ahead with Arable Adventures, to provide 
opportunities for rural women to explore 
the diversity of farming and rural life in 
exciting new locations.

Vietnam was chosen as the first 
destination “because it is a very 
affordable, ‘doable’ destination that has 
so much for growers to see.” 

“I’m taking eight guests and we’ll be 
seeing lots of beautiful places and visiting 
horticulture farms, cricket feedlots and 
silk farms,” Tina said.

As if her own business ventures weren’t 
enough to keep her busy, Tina chairs 
Passionfruit Australia Inc. and also 
participated on the steering committee 
for the recent review of Horticulture 
Australia Ltd.

“We are in a brave new world now. The 
Peak Industry Bodies (PIBs) now need to 
reinvent themselves and reposition their 
relationship with the new Horticulture 
Innovation Australia (Hort Innovation),” 
Tina said. 

“It’s actually a good opportunity to find 
our own strengths and independence. We 
need to be more creative and think more 
cleverly, particularly to find new funding 
sources to help us achieve our priorities 
as independent peak industry bodies. 

“Passionfruit Australia currently has 
a really strong executive team so I’m 
looking forward to the challenges ahead 
on the industry front.”

If you are keen to find out more about 
Tina’s Arable Adventures tours, email Tina 
on: tina@tinaberries.com.au.

Tina’s latest business venture, 
Arable Adventures will see farming 
women like Linda Zunker exploring 

the diversity of farming and rural 
life in exciting new locations.

Bruce and Tina McPherson run a 
strawberry and passionfruit farming 

operation in Bundaberg and Childers.
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New branded  
seedless grape varieties
Five varieties of seedless table grapes, including Midnight Beauty, Sable Seedless, 
Adora, Scarlotta and Autumn Crisp, have been launched under the Sun World 
brand in Coles, Woolworths and selected independent grocers nationally. The black 
Adora and white Autumn Crisp are new to the Australian market and extend the 
season of locally grown specialty grapes through to May.

Supplied in open bunch bags, the recommended retail price is expected to vary 
during the season between $3.99 and $9.98 per kilo.

Grown by the Costa Group and Perfection Fresh, Sun World’s first grapes of the 
season are picked in Emerald, moving south to Mundubbera and following on to St 
George, before moving to the Sunraysia region of Victoria. 

Last year the grapes category reached 81.4 per cent of Australian households, 
equivalent to 6.4 million households.

Summer asparagus  
is healthier than you think
The Australian Asparagus Council 
reports that although local supplies 
during summer are not as bountiful as 
during spring, Aussie asparagus should 
be available until March thanks to the 
number of growers who harvested 
after Christmas. 

“Why take a supplement when 
asparagus can provide you with 
essential nutrients like the essential 
B group vitamins folate, thiamin, 
riboflavin, niacin, B6 and biotin, along 

with vitamin C?” said Accredited 
Practising Dietitian Glenn Cardwell.

“When getting back to healthy eating 
after the holiday season, Asparagus is 
on your side. It is a wonderful source of 
B vitamins including folate, vitamin C 
and potassium, which are all nutrients 
essential for good health. More good 
news is that, with so few kilojoules, 
asparagus happily passes on its 
good nutrition without affecting your 
weight.”

All eyes on UQ sweet 
corn innovation winner
A nutritionally-enhanced sweet 
corn developed at the University of 
Queensland (UQ) to help prevent 
blindness in the elderly has won the 
national Innovation Challenge award 
- Environment, Agriculture and Food 
category.

The Innovation Challenge award offers 
$65 000 in prize money across a range of 
categories, and is run by The Australian 
in association with Shell and with the 
support of the Federal Department of 
Industry.

The sweet corn varieties developed by 
UQ Queensland Alliance for Agriculture 
and Food Innovation (QAAFI) senior 
researcher, Dr Tim O’Hare (pictured) and 
his team contain 10 times the amount of 
the antioxidant zeaxanthin than occurs 
naturally in sweet corn.

Dr O’Hare said the Super Gold sweet corn 
varieties slowed the onset of advanced 
macular degeneration and should be 
available in supermarkets in the next few 
years.

10 |  Fruit & Vegetable News  |  February 2016



Increase your production  
by creating a better growing environment

Fernland Agencies has more than 20 years' experience in the  
design and construction of premium horticultural structures.

We offer a comprehensive range of sizes and styles from small 
domestic shade houses to large wide-span commercial structures – 
and we can custom build. We also offer a range of tunnel houses up 
to 12 m wide, single span or gutter-connected, with shade cloth or 

waterproof plastic covers. 

In addition to structures, we supply a range of horticultural fertilisers, 
chemicals, peat, fabrics, containers, sprayers and tools.

Freecall: 1800 672 794  |  sales@fernland.com.au 
www.fernland.com.au

Odd spot
Fruit kissed by air 
hostesses
A new fetish is taking over China 
- apples kissed by air hostesses.

A number of listings have 
recently appears on Taobao, 
China’s equivalent of eBay, to 
sell apples which have been 
kissed by air hostesses.

The advertisements show 
the hostesses, thought to be 
trainees at south west China’s 
Sichuan Southwest Vocational 
College of Civil Aviation, posing 
seductively with the apples.

The apples are priced from 
9.9 Yuan (AU $2.15), with rarer 
varieties rising to 129.9 Yuan (AU 
$28.26).

Proposed labour hire register to 
protect vulnerable workers
A new plan for the registration of labour hire firms, designed to 
stop exploitation of foreign workers by unscrupulous companies, 
has been laid out by peak vegetable industry body, Ausveg.

Under the proposed scheme, labour hire firms would need 
to seek approval from the Departments of Employment and 
Immigration, the Australian Taxation Office, and the workplace 
safety body in their state before gaining accreditation as an 
approved firm and being placed on a public register.

Ausveg’s proposal also includes regular inspection or auditing 
by the Government to prove a company’s continuing compliance 
with the standards required to be an accredited firm.

Farmers and workers would be encouraged to use the register 
to ensure that labour hire firms who act in compliance with 
Australian law are rewarded for their behaviour.

Sour decision for Pink Lady™ case
Apple and Pear Australia Limited (APAL) 
owns and manages the Pink Lady™ brand in 
numerous territories worldwide and invests 
in the brand’s marketing and development 
internationally.

However, late last year the Victorian 
Supreme Court ruled against APAL in a 
decision about the licensing and usage 
of the Pink Lady brand on Chilean apples 
exported to the US. It determined that Pink 
Lady America controls the supply and trade 
of Pink Lady apples between Chile and 
North America.

APAL Chief Executive Officer, John Dollisson, 
said APAL legal advisers were “reviewing” 
the judgment.

“The judgement did not support APAL’s 
case,” Mr Dollisson said.

“However, it does not affect the domestic or 

international trade of Australian-grown Pink 
Lady apples.”

APAL Intellectual Property Manager, Garry 
Langford, said that to ensure the Pink Lady 
brand retained its integrity and quality, APAL 
defended the brand and its trademarks 
worldwide in courts of law.

“This ensures customers who choose Pink 
Lady apples can continue to get only the 
best quality fruit and not counterfeit or 
sub-standard fruit,” Mr Langford said.

“It also provides revenue to support projects 
run for the benefit of Australian apple 
growers that APAL manages.”

APAL reassured Australian growers that 
this case, along with other legal actions, are 
funded by revenue from APAL’s Pink Lady 
business.
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A field day on biofumigation held last year at David and 
Lee East’s Bewray farm at Manjimup, WA, attracted more 
than 45 growers and industry specialists.

The field day was held as part of Horticulture Innovation 
Australia’s (Hort Innovation’s) national Soil Wealth program, 
which aims to communicate information to farmers about 
practical and economically sound practices to improve soil 
health

The field day speakers included grower David East, leading 
vegetable agronomist Mike Titley and 2015 Ausveg Researcher 
of the Year, Dr Doris Blaesing. 

Also speaking was Deb Archdeacon, a passionate advocate 
for sustainable agriculture who has promoted a range of 
effective approaches to improving soil wealth in south west 
WA for many years. 

David and Lee East have been vegetable growers in 
Manjimup for more than 25 years where they grow baby leaf 
and contract lettuce over the warmer months. 

Four years ago, David began including a cover crop of 
Caliente mustard for green manure and biofumigation 
purposes into his cropping mix.

Biofumigation to 
build soil health

By Danny Fyffe and Gordon Rogers, 
Applied Horticultural Research
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Using Caliente mustard as a 
biofumigant

All brassica crops contain glucosinalates 
which give brassicas their hot and spicy 
flavour (think about horseradish and 
wasabi). However, most brassica crops for 
human consumption have been bred for 
fewer of these compounds to modify their 
flavour. 

In nature, the presence of these 
glucosinalates probably provided some 
repellent effect against chewing insects. 

In Caliente mustard these glucosinalates 
have been maximised. When the crop 
is mulched and incorporated, in the 
presence of moisture, the glucosinalates 
break down to produce the biofumigant 
ITC (Isothiocyanate).  

It is this biofumigant that is active against 
weeds and many soil borne diseases 
including Pythium, Rhizoctonia, Fusarium, 
Verticillium and Sclerotinia. It also has a 
suppressant effect on nematodes.

Three-pass operation vital

David and Lee East’s production season 
begins with first plantings of lettuce and 
baby leaf in late September and the final 
harvest is in late May. 

Caliente is sown in April-May after the 
crop residues of the summer leaf program 
have been incorporated. The field day was 
timed to coincide with the incorporation 
of the Caliente crop into the soil so that 
visitors could witness this critical process 
that entails a three-pass operation.  

The forest soils on the Easts farm are 
high in organic matter and can be prone 
to tie up phosphorous through elevated 
aluminium levels.

The optimal stage to mulch the Caliente 
crop is when the crop is at around 20 per 
cent flowering. This is when the beneficial 
fumigant compounds within the plant are 
at their peak. 

The soil needs to be moist at the time of 
incorporation to obtain maximum benefit 
from the breakdown process. The crop is 
mulched down to ground level in a single 
pass and then has two passes with a 

speed cultivator before being rolled with 
a heavy roller to seal the soil. 

Sealing the soil is important to ensure 
that the gases released during the 
breakdown of the crop are activated 
against weeds and plant pathogens in 
the soil. If the soil is not rolled, much 
of the “active” moisture in the crop will 
evaporate and weaken the impact of the 
process. 

Importantly, the three passes need to be 
done within a total of 20 minutes.

Prior to planting the crop, David deep 
rips his soil in both directions to a depth 
of around 50 cm. The crop is seeded 
between early April and mid May. It is 
important to get the crop established 
whilst there is still some warmth so that it 
has enough bulk before the winter slows 
it down. 

Crops were seeded this year at around 10 
kg/ha. No fertiliser is added to grow the 
crop with David relying on the residues 
from his summer leaf cropping program. 

No herbicides are necessary as the crop 
smothers all competition. It is then just a 
matter of timing of incorporation which 
will generally be in September or around 
120-130 days from sowing.

Though David stresses that Caliente will 
not solve all of a farmer’s soil problems, 
he has observed a range of beneficial 
effects. These include:

• Suppression of soil borne diseases 
like Pythium and Rhizoctonia resulting in 
fewer seedling losses and less fungicide 
use in subsequent crops. He told his 
fellow famers that in the crops that he 
has grown following Caliente, he has not 
had to use a fungicide at all.

• Weed suppression has been 
significant, firstly from the crop 
smothering weeds during the crop 
growth and secondly from the 
fumigation effects of incorporating the 
crop. Wild radish in particular had been 
largely suppressed resulting in less 
need for herbicide.

• Green manure. The Caliente crop on 
the Easts’ property grew around 80 
tonnes/ha of bulk above ground not 

counting the roots. Assuming a dry 
matter content of around 8 per cent 
and a phosphorous content of around 
0.6 per cent in the crop, then the 
incorporation of the Mustard is putting 
35-40 kg of Phosphorous per hectare 
back into the soil in an organic form. 
Because the Caliente crop is deep 
rooted, much of the recycled nutrients 
are being brought up from deep in the 
soil profile; nutrients that would be 
normally unavailable to subsequent 
vegetable crops.

• Improvement in the moisture 
holding capacity and infiltration of 
water into the soil. Where particular 
paddocks on the property had been 
prone to slipping and runoff after 
heavy rains, soils that had had crops 
of Caliente incorporated were able to 
absorb the water without eroding or 
having runoff.

Aside from these benefits the general 
health and fertility of the soil is enhanced 
through increasing organic matter in the 
soil. 

Dr Doris Blaesing pointed out to the field 
day participants that “increasing the 
organic carbon in the soil stimulates a 
diverse range of soil microbes as well as 
worms”. 

“The diverse range of microbes provides 
a buffer against infection and stimulates 
increased mycorrhizal activity in the 
microenvironment around the plants’ 
roots, enhancing soil fertility,” Doris said.

“Caliente is not a silver bullet but another 
safe and effective means by which 
farmers can increase their soil fertility 
and combat soil borne pathogens and 
weeds,” said David East. 

This project was funded by Horticulture 
Innovation Australia Limited using the 
vegetable levy and funds from the 
Australian Government. 

For more information contact Danny Fyffe 
on 0437 353 748, or visit the AHR website 
www.ahr.com.au or the Soil Wealth 
website www.soilwealth.com.au

Participants at the biofumigation 
field day at Bewray, Manjimup.

Caliente chopped ready 
for incorporation.
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Land and Water Field Officer 
Kathleen Heuvel

Rural Water Use Efficiency

ICID 2015 Conference
In order to encourage young professionals to participate in 
the activities of the International Commission on Irrigation 
and Drainage (ICID), scholarships were awarded to attend the 
European Regional Conference and International Executive 
Council meeting in Montpellier last October.

I was fortunate enough to receive a scholarship to attend 
the events which was both an informative and enlightening 
experience. 

There were almost 800 participants from 65 different countries 
who provided valuable insights into research and development in 
irrigation around the world. 

The theme of the conference was ‘innovate to improve irrigation 
performance’, which reflects the ICID’s dedication to the 
sustainable development of irrigated agriculture and increasing 
the worldwide supply of food and fibre.

Young professional scholarship attendees at the ICID conference in 
Montpellier, France.

Among the young professionals were PhD students, engineers, 
professionals in groundwater, flood management and myself, 
working in the Queensland horticulture industry. Each of the 
young professionals contributed towards a comparative study on 
irrigation standards by compiling information on the standards 
and codes in each of our countries. The group acted as reporters 
for technical sessions, keeping notes and making summaries of 
the sessions and participating in working groups. The final day of 
the conference included hands-on training in water management 
strategies and training tools including participatory methods for 
stakeholder engagement. 

Also in attendance from Australia was Stephen Mills 
(representing Irrigation Australia) and Clarke Ballard, who 
together with Willem Vlotman received an award for best paper 
published in Irrigation and Drainage in 2014 (titled Water, Food & 
Energy Supply Chains for a Green Economy, volume 63).

The three main conference sessions were drip irrigation for water 
savings, wastewater reuse in agriculture and governance of 
groundwater and surface water in agriculture. Many other topics 
were explored in workshops and technical sessions including 
climate change, flood management, on-farm irrigation systems, 
the history of water crisis, precision irrigation, drainage systems, 
irrigation and energy and lastly, public and private partnerships.

A highlight of the conference was the range of technical tours on 
offer. These included a visit to a historical irrigation region, waste 
water treatment plant, canal modernisation project, pumping 
station for the regional water system and a tour of the National 
Research Institute of Science and Technology for Environment 
and Agriculture (IRSTEA). The research facility consists of five 
hectares of field and laboratory trials on a variety of crops 
and irrigation systems. Subsurface drip lines have been tested 
extensively, particularly the effect that water quality and system 
maintenance have in relation to the life and performance of 
drippers and the build up of sediment and bio film in irrigation 
pipelines.  
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1800 626 681 
www.countryco.com.au
GEOFF PATON Countryco Training Pty Ltd 
countrycotrain.audit@bigpond.com

ountryco
Since 1989

CHEMICAL ACCREDITATION PLUS
one day new and refresher course which has an extra 

control weeds section included

If dates/location do not suit please advise of your requirements to 
enable future planning. courses can be arranged elsewhere if required.

accreditation valid for five years • one day new and update courses

Atherton - 16/2 & 3/5  •  MAreebA - 15/2 & 29/4  •  MossMAn - 16/2 & 3/5  •  GordonvAle / 
bAbindA - 16/2 & 3/5  •  innisfAil - 17/2 & 3/5  •  tully - 18/2 & 28/4  •  Ayr / hoMe hill - 12/2 & 4/5  
•  bowen - 11/2 & 5/5  •  MAckAy - 10/2 & 27/4  •  rockhAMpton - 6/5  •  dAlby - 22/2  •  kinGAroy 

/ MurGon - 7/6  •  MundubberA / GAyndAh - 6/6  •  bundAberG - 14/4  •  GyMpie - 13/4  •  
MAryborouGh - 13/4  •  nAMbour - 15/4  •  GlAsshouse Mtns / wAMurAn - 15/4  •  stAnthorpe 

- 20/4  •  toowooMbA - 19/4  •  GAtton - 18/4  •  boonAh / beAudesert - 21/4

Client feedbaCK:
Very user friendly. Great interaCtion & enthusiastiC 

presentation. J Johnson 22/5/15

loVe it that Geoff Knows his Course material inside out.  
Good interaCtion with partiCipants. P Colley 7/10/15

Very KnowledGeable on Course Content, with  
industry experienCe. M hertriCk 11/8/15

Water infrastructure upgrade 
funding now available to 
Queensland MDB irrigators
Queensland irrigators in the Murray-Darling Basin are 
encouraged to apply for a share of up to $53 million in 
funding to upgrade or build new water infrastructure under 
Round 10 of the Healthy HeadWaters Water Use Efficiency 
programme. 

Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources, Barnaby Joyce, 

and Queensland Minister for Natural Resources and Mines, Dr 

Anthony Lynham, said the program supported irrigators to build 

or upgrade infrastructure to boost their on-farm water efficiency. 

“This program helps irrigators in the Queensland Murray-Darling 

Basin to invest in modern and efficient irrigation systems and 

technologies that reduce water loss and allow greater flexibility 

in water use - delivering water savings and on-farm productivity 

benefits,” Minister Joyce said. 

“For example, participants in previous rounds of the programme 

have reported they’ve been able to implement improvements 

that have delivered their business more flexibility in crop choice, 

increased yield from crops, and the ability to produce a larger 

crop from lower water allocations.”

Minister Lynham said the current funding round was open to 

more irrigators than any previous round, with the Condamine 

catchment and additional Border Rivers zones now able to 

participate.

“I encourage interested irrigation farmers to consider applying - 

applications for the current round can be submitted at any time 

until 30 June 2016, with assessments made at the end of each 

month,” Minister Lynham said. 

“Successful irrigators will receive up to 90 per cent of costs to 

upgrade on-farm water infrastructure, to assist irrigators in 

managing successful farming businesses while ensuring the 

long-term viability of the Basin by making more water available 

for the environment. 

“Infrastructure works eligible under the programme include 

converting to overhead irrigation machines, upgrading from 

surface irrigation to trickle methods, upgrading or reconfiguring 

water storages to minimise seepage and evaporation losses and 

boost storage capacity, and replacing inefficient storages. 

“Of the water saved as a result of the infrastructure upgrades, 

up to 50 per cent of the water can be retained by the irrigator, 

with the remainder transferred to the Australian Government to 

restore environmental flows.” 

For more information, visit the Queensland Department of 

Natural Resources and Mines website (www.dnrm.qld.gov.au). 
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The latest intel on who’s 
eating their veggies
The majority of Australians (87 per cent) are including 
vegetables in their diets, eating fresh, frozen and/
or canned veggies at least once every seven days in 
2015, a marginal increase on the previous year (85 per 
cent), according to the latest findings from Roy Morgan 
Research.

Fresh vegetables were the most popular, being consumed 
by 83 per cent of the population (up from 81 per cent in 
2014), well ahead of frozen veggies (50 per cent with no 
change year-on-year) and canned veggies (18 per cent up 
from 17 per cent).

People aged between 50 and 64 years are the most likely to 
eat fresh vegetables in any given seven-day period (86 per 
cent). Frozen vegetables are most popular with the 65+ age 
bracket (56 per cent) and canned veggies hit their peak with 
25 - 34 year-olds and 35 - 49 year-olds at 19 per cent each.

Teenagers aged between 14 and 17 are the least likely to 
eat any kind of vegetable in an average seven days with 30 
per cent of boys and 17 per cent of girls claiming to eat no 
vegetables.

Sales of small pre-packaged vegetables and individual 
vegetables have increased over the last eight months, 
matched by a drop in larger pre-packaged formats, 
according to consumer research group, Colmar Brunton.

Some Australians are apparently treating supermarkets like 
extensions of their own fridges and only planning a couple 
of meals ahead, expecting to return to the shop in a night or 
two. This means that they’re looking for portion sizes that 
they can grab, use immediately and have nothing left over.

The report has also identified that wanting to avoid waste 
is preventing many consumers from buying more fresh 
vegetables, including staples like peas and broccoli.

Nearly 40 per cent of shoppers say they don’t buy more 
lettuce because they don’t want to waste any.

The amount of consumers buying small bags of lettuce 
leaves has more than doubled, and now constitutes a full 
quarter of shoppers. 

Meanwhile, more than a quarter of Australian grocery 
shoppers are buying food online, and the resistance of 
Australian households to the emerging retail channel is 
steadily declining, according to market research company, 
Freshlogic.

Twenty seven per cent of grocery shoppers bought food 
from online retailers in the 12 months to September 2015, 
according to Freshlogic’s Mealpulse™ consumer panel 
research, and the channel appears to be winning converts 
from those who were previously not interested. 

The number of shoppers who said they would never buy 
food online has fallen from 39 per cent to 34 per cent in the 
past two years.

But while more consumers are trialling online food 
shopping, it is still an infrequent shop for most. Of the 
27 per cent who had shopped online in the past year, the 
average annual purchase frequency was only 8.6 trips per 
year, and only 6 per cent shopped online at least once a 
fortnight.
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Bureau confirms 2015 was Australia’s 
fifth-warmest year on record
The Bureau of Meteorology’s Annual Climate Statement has 
confirmed the dominant influence of El Niño on Australia’s 
climate during 2015, with warmer than average temperatures 
recorded across the country.

Rainfall was well below average in south west Western Australia, 
south east South Australia, western to central Victoria, much of 
Tasmania and a large area of inland Queensland.

Acting Assistant Director for Climate Information Services, Dr 
Scott Power, said temperatures ranked as the fifth warmest on 
record for Australia in 2015.

“The national mean temperature was 0.83°C above average, with 
a number of notable heatwaves during the year and record-
breaking temperatures from October to December,” Dr Power 
said.

Dr Power said the Bureau declared an El Niño in early May and it 
went on to develop into the most significant El Niño in nearly two 
decades, ranking alongside the El Niños of 1997/98 and 1982/83.

Long-term drought in Queensland continued, following three 
successive poor wet-seasons, and a slow start to the 2015/16 
wet season. Drought areas increased through Victoria, South 
Australia and southwest Western Australia throughout 2015.

Nationally, Australian temperatures have warmed approximately 
one degree Celsius since 1950, consistent with global climate 
trends. According to the World Meteorological Organization, 2015 
is almost certain to be the warmest year on record globally.

BCA sets vision for a 21st century agrifood sector
Realising the enormous potential 
of Australia’s agrifood sector as the 
preferred source of high quality, safe 
and premium food for the growing 
markets in our region requires a more 
modern outlook and a comprehensive 
reform agenda for the sector, according 
to a new report by the Business Council 
of Australia (BCA). 

The report, Building Australia’s 
Comparative Advantages: A 21st century 
agrifood sector, is the first sector ‘deep 
dive’ flowing from the BCA’s report on 
Australia’s comparative advantages in 
2014.

BCA Chief Executive, Jennifer Westacott, 
said the agrifood sector could grasp the 
huge growth potential by focussing on the 
specific needs of consumers in different 
markets.

“It represents a window of massive 
opportunity to increase returns to 
farmers and businesses, open up new 
markets, broaden the reach of the sector 
into the Australian economy, and create 
new jobs,” Ms Westacott said.

“But realising this opportunity requires 
a shift in mindset and approach from 

government and industry. Policies need 
to shift from a focus on agriculture alone 
to one that encompasses the broader 
agrifood sector.”

The new paper outlines a comprehensive 
reform agenda based around three core 
themes:

• developing international markets

• encouraging business investment

• building sector competitiveness. 

“Growth in global demand will be driven 
primarily by Asia, and China in particular. 
To take advantage of the recently signed 
trade agreements in the region, we need 
the government to address non-tariff 
barriers to trade that are within its 
control,” Ms Westacott said. 

“A priority is the need for substantial 
investment to enable the sector to 
develop its productive capabilities. Given 
the current shortfall, this investment will 
need to come from both domestic and 
foreign sources. 

“The government should remove specific 
Foreign Investment Review Board 
thresholds for agricultural land and 

agribusinesses, and restore thresholds 
to the same level as other sectors of the 
economy.

“The sector also needs government to 
facilitate the creation of efficient market 
structures that will support Australian 
businesses to align their production 
to meet the needs of customers. The 
Productivity Commission inquiry into 
regulation in agriculture should look at 
these issues across the entire supply 
chain.

“Businesses also need to develop a 
more sophisticated understanding of 
target markets, customise their products 
to meet consumer preferences, build 
organisational capabilities and develop 
relationships in key markets. 

“The agrifood sector is well placed 
to be one of the most internationally 
competitive and successful parts of our 
economy. The prize is well worth the 
combined efforts from governments, 
businesses and the farming community 
outlined in this report.”

The report can be read via the BCA 
website (www.bca.com.au).
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Manager Workforce Development 
Michelle Templin

training

Network to help address rural 
labour issues 
A network of six agriculture workforce officers based across 
Queensland has been appointed to help agribusinesses 
tackle one of the major challenges facing agriculture - 
accessing a consistent supply of appropriately skilled 
workers.

The Queensland Agriculture Workforce Network (QAWN) is an 
industry-led initiative funded by the Queensland Government 
as part of a package of rural jobs initiatives that aim to address 
agriculture’s labour and skill needs, including the Rural Jobs and 
Skills Alliance (RJSA), Agforce School to Industry Partnership 
Program (SIPP) and Gateway Schools to Agribusiness.

The officers are based with agriculture industry organisations 
including Growcom, Bowen Gumlu Growers Association, 
Bundaberg Fruit and Vegetable Growers, Mackay Canegrowers 
and Mareeba District Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association 
and are working in partnership with the Queensland Department 
of Agriculture and Fisheries.

The new network is a slightly redefined version of the very 
successful Queensland Production Horticulture Workforce 
Development model, with the focus now extended to supporting 
employment and skilling outcomes for the whole of agriculture 
and not just production horticulture. 

The Queensland production horticulture team delivered 
significant results for our industry, facilitating training for more 
than 1260 employees and informing more than 9150 students 
about careers. The model worked exceptionally well, having 
workforce development officers located in key growing areas 
who knew the challenges, and relevant stakeholders who 
could provide support. It made sense to continue to build the 
momentum.

Accessing a consistent supply of appropriately skilled workers 
has long been an issue for farmers.  The network’s focus is 
to work with farmers across all agriculture sectors to gain an 
understanding of their labour and skills needs and to connect 
them with the most appropriate solution to help them grow 
their business. This could include information on the variety of 
available employment options and wage subsidies, connecting 
them with local recruitment and  training providers, or providing 
an update on what funding opportunities are available to upskill 
their workers.

If you want to know more about the wide variety of employment 
options that are available I encourage you to register to receive 
our free bi-monthly Workplace Essentials newsletter. To subscribe 
visit news.growcom.com.au.

Help for farm families supporting 
their children’s further education
Farm assets have been cut 
from the Youth Allowance 
asset test to boost regional 
education.

The Social Security Act 1991 
and the Social Security 
(Administration) Act 1999 
were amended late last year 
to remove the Family Assets 
Test and the Family Actual 
Means Test from the Youth 
Allowance parental means 
test arrangements. The 
welfare support changes 
were announced in last 
year’s federal budget and 
the associated legislation 
passed through federal 
parliament in November 
with bipartisan support.

The Family Assets Test is 
based on how much money 
a family would receive 
from selling their primary 
assets, minus any debts or 
mortgages they owe.

The legislative changes 
mean farming families no 

longer have farm assets 
counted towards the means 
test for their dependent 
children claiming Youth 
Allowance.

With a financial 
commitment from the 
government of $262.7 
million over the forward 
estimates, this legislation 
brings extra support to 
farm families as their 
children move into young 
adulthood, particularly rural 
and regional families whose 
children continue to study 
beyond Year 12.

The new measures were 
adopted following an Inter-
departmental Committee’s 
examination of issues 
regarding access to higher 
education for regional and 
remote students.

They are designed to help 
farming families better 
support their children in 
further study.
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Donna Mogg

workplace relations

Queensland Government inquiry 
into labour hire companies
The Queensland Government’s is conducting a parliamentary 
inquiry to investigate allegations that labour hire companies 
operating in Queensland are flouting the law and avoiding 
their obligations to workers. The news is welcome, on the 
back of further evidence of unscrupulous Labour Hire 
Companies (LHCs) working in the Bowen region.

ABC News has highlighted the activities of some LHCs operating 
illegally who must be weeded out of the industry and prosecuted 
to the full extent of the law. 

The Fair Work Ombudsman (FWO) is currently engaged in a three 
year ‘Harvest Trail ’ campaign, and has been inspecting farms in 
the Bowen region. While a first visit aims to review systems and 
processes and educate growers about their responsibilities, 
inspections during a second visit which reveal any continuing 
non-compliance will lead to investigations and potentially pay 
orders and even prosecution.

Growcom welcomes increased compliance activity from the 
regulators in the Bowen region since stronger systems and 
penalties are clearly needed to be put in place to stop those who 
illegally exploit farm workers. 

However, we maintain that the majority of LHCs are doing the 
right thing in the industry. Moreover, the deliberate exploitation 
of backpackers and other seasonal workers in the horticulture 
industry is totally unacceptable to most growers. 

The majority of growers understand that working holiday makers 
are the valuable heart of the industry’s labour force and without 
them much of their produce would stay in the ground. 

Growcom has worked diligently with the FWO to educate growers 
about their obligations when planning to work with LHCs. This 
has included our Workplace Essentials program of seminars 
throughout Queensland late last year.

Queensland labour hire operator in court for allegedly underpaying workers
The Fair Work Ombudsman has taken legal action against 
Queensland man, Emmanuel Bani and his company Maroochy 
Sunshine Pty Ltd, in the Federal Circuit Court in Brisbane, for 
alleged exploitation of workers recruited from Vanuatu to pick 
fruit and vegetables in Queensland.

Mr Bani allegedly recruited 22 workers from Vanuatu on 416 visas 
under Australia’s Seasonal Worker Program in July 2014.

He and his company were contractually obliged to provide each 
of the workers with at least 30 hours’ work each week and weekly 
wages of more than $500.

However, Mr Bani allegedly arranged only sporadic fruit and 
vegetable picking work in the Lockyer Valley, Sunshine Coast and 
Bundaberg areas over four to seven weeks.

Thirteen workers were allegedly paid nothing at all and others 
were paid individual amounts of between $50 and $300. In total 
the 22 workers - who have since returned to Vanuatu - were 
allegedly underpaid $77 649.

The FWO is also alleging that annual leave entitlements were 
underpaid, pay-slip and frequency-of-pay laws were breached 
and that a Notice to Produce employment documents was not 
complied with.

Mr Bani faces penalties of up to $10 200 per contravention and 
his company faces penalties of up to $51 000 per contravention.

The FWO is also seeking Court Orders for Mr Bani and his 
company to back-pay the workers in full, to comply with the 
Notice to Produce and to be required to inform the Fair Work 
Ombudsman in future if they hire any workers.

Fruit & Vegetable News  |  February 2016  |  19



A no cost Australian Government funded service that can �nd you suitable 
workers, manage enquiries and provide information on your rights and 
responsibilities as an employer.

CGMMV quarantine in NT to be lifted
The Australian Melon Association has welcomed the announcement by the Northern 
Territory Minister for Primary Industries and Fisheries, Willem Westra Van Holthe, 
that the quarantine will be lifted on growers impacted by Cucumber Green Mottle 
Mosaic Virus (CGMMV) in the Northern Territory.

The quarantine is expected to be lifted this month before the start of the NT growing 
season.

While growers will be able to use previously infected soil at their own risk, they are advised 
to have the soil tested prior to planting as there is no guarantee that the virus will not 
reoccur. In the event of a re-emergence of the virus, growers will be advised to remove the 
crops immediately to prevent the spread of the virus.

Imported cucurbit seeds will continue to be tested, and soil moved from the Northern 
Territory will require a permit. Movement and sanitisation of equipment and conveyances 
from infected areas will be managed through on-farm biosecurity plans.

Quarantine restrictions remain in place for the affected property in Queensland.

Qfly found in Western Australia
The regional Department of Agriculture 
and Food (DAFWA) has confirmed the 
detection of six Queensland fruit fly (Qfly) 
in the Perth suburb of Alfred Cove.

This discovery means there are now only 
two states in the country declared to be 
free of Qfly - South Australia and Tasmania.

Department entomologist, Darryl Hardie, 
said two male flies were initially found 
on 18 November in surveillance traps 

which form part of the early warning 
fruit fly trapping system operated by the 
department across the state. A further four 
male flies were caught on 23 November in 
the same area.

The department is continuing to conduct 
surveillance and check all traps within a 
200 metre radius of where each fly was 
found, to determine the extent of the 
outbreak. 

Fijian ginger 
imports will 
continue
Fresh Fijian ginger will continue 
to be imported into Australia 
following a review by the 
Department of Agriculture and 
Water Resources. 

Chief Plant Protection Officer, Dr 
Kim Ritman, said the review had 
taken into account an analysis of 
imported ginger and the views 
of key industry and government 
stakeholders, including the Fijian 
Government.

“This review examined the 
quarantine status of the nematode 
Radopholus similis, which was the 
main pest of concern identified in 
the Final Import Risk Analysis for 
Fijian ginger, completed in 2013,” 
Dr Ritman said.

“Based on the review findings, the 
nematode will remain a provisional 
quarantine pest until further 
research investigating whether the 
Fiji strain is different to the strain 
in Australia is completed.

“The import conditions for Fijian 
ginger will also be strengthened to 
include methyl bromide fumigation 
to manage the biosecurity risk 
posed by yam scale.

“The import conditions for Fijian 
ginger will be reviewed as new 
information on pests of concern 
arises.”

Full details of the review are 
available on the Department of 
Agriculture website  
(www.agriculture.gov.au). 
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HeALTH bites 

  Pears can assist healthy liver function
A website in the United States 
(www.liversupport.com) is 
promoting the consumption of 
pears to support healthy liver 
function. According to the site, it 
is the compound, pectin, found in 
pears that offers the liver assistance 
in digesting fats and cholesterol. 

Pectin is a polysaccharide which 
contains pectin acids. Basically, it is 
a long chain molecule made up of 
sugars and acids, which is effective 
in binding cholesterol and blocking 

its absorption. It is also a starch, 
and acts as a thickening agent in 
cooking. 

Pectin has been shown in studies to 
significantly reduce LDL cholesterol 
as well as the bile acid metabolism 
and absorption of cholesterol in 
the liver. It has also been shown to 
bind to bile acids, reducing hepatic 
cholesterol concentrations.The skin 
of the fruit contains the highest 
concentrations of pectin, and so 
should be left on if possible.

  Berries help counter erectile dysfunction, 
say researchers
Compounds found some berries 
appear to reduce the risk of erectile 
dysfunction in men, according to a new 
30-year study by the University of East 
Anglia (UEA) and Harvard University in 
the US.

Carried out by nutrition departments at 
the Harvard TH Chan School of Public 
Health and UEA’s Norwich Medical 
School, the population study tracked 
more than 50 000 middle-aged men 
and their ability to have and maintain 
an erection sufficient for intercourse. 
Data on dietary intake was also 
collected every four years.

It looked at the role of a range of 
compounds called flavonoids, of which 
anthocyanins, found particularly in 
berry fruit, and also flavanones and 
flavones, found in citrus fruits, were 
found to be most effective.

It concluded that a higher total fruit 
intake was associated with a 14 per 
cent reduction in the risk of erectile 
dysfunction, and claimed that eating a 
flavonoid-rich diet is as good for erectile 

function as briskly walking for up to five 
hours a week.

Lead researcher Professor Aedin 
Cassidy of UEA said: “This is the 
first study to look at the association 
between flavonoids and erectile 
dysfunction, which affects up to half of 
all middle-aged and older men. Those 
who regularly consumed foods high in 
these flavonoids were 10 per cent less 
likely to suffer erectile dysfunction. In 
terms of quantities, we’re talking just a 
few portions a week.”

Dr Eric Rimm, senior author on the 
study and a professor of epidemiology 
and nutrition at the Harvard TH Chan 
School of Public Health, added: “Men 
with erectile dysfunction are likely to 
be highly motivated to make healthier 
lifestyle choices, such as exercising 
more and eating the right foods – which 
would greatly benefit their long-term 
cardiovascular health as well.”

The results are published in The 
American Journal of Clinical Nutrition.

  Dark green 
vegetables can help 
fight cancer
Broccoli and kale could be effective 
dietary weapons in the fight against 
cancer, according to new international 
research that indicates how eating 
dark green vegetables could effectively 
change gene activity of cancer patients 
and boost their body’s response to 
prevent tumour growth.

The research report, published in the 
journal Clinical Epigenetics, analysed 
the cruciferous vegetable-eating 
habits of 28 adults aged 50 and over, 
who were already undergoing routine 
colonoscopies.

The study was conducted by researchers 
from the Texas A&M University 
Health Science Centre and found that 
sulforaphane, a compound that can 
be found in high concentrations in 
cruciferous vegetables such as broccoli, 
Brussels sprouts and kale, has the 
potential to help prevent the growth of 
cancer and fight already existing cancer 
tumours.

Researchers have found that adults who 
ate fresh dark green vegetables had 
higher levels of expression of a tumour 
suppressor gene, called p16, compared 
with those who ate few or no cruciferous 
vegetables in their diet.

The researchers also found that the 
increased levels of p16 persisted even 
if the subject did not eat dark green 
vegetables that same day, meaning 
that the effect these foods could be 
maintained even if these veggies are not 
consumed every day.
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the last word

What’s holding back your Great Leap Forward?
A grower gave me an interesting 
history lesson last year during a farm 
visit.

He talked about China’s great famine 
which lasted for two years (1959 – 1961) 
and killed an estimated 30 million people.

Drought was a factor but most historians 
lay the blame for this catastrophe 
squarely at the feet of Chinese leader, 
Chairman Mao.

Mao’s ‘Great Leap Forward’ collectivised 
farming and forced peasants to turn 
their harvests over to a centralised 
bureaucracy littered with red tape (whilst 
establishing a new fashion trend in caps 
and blue pyjamas).

Things went rapidly backwards, proving 
that governments don’t do the best job at 
growing the food. Those of you who have 
read Mao’s Last Dancer by Li Cunxin will 
know that some families were reduced to 
eating tree bark. Scarcity continued until 
the late 1970s when farmers regained 
control of their own harvests.

By 2050 the world will have to feed nine 
billion people and the experts reckon the 
world will need to grow 60 per cent more 
food than we do currently.

It won’t be the governments growing the 
food, of course. It will be farmers. But will 
governments let farmers do what they do 
best and get on with the job?

This question arose for me when I heard 
there’s yet another enquiry under way in 
Canberra.     

The Productivity Commission is looking at 
the regulation of Australian agriculture at 
the request of the Federal Government. 

Those of you with long memories will 
know that it is not the first such inquiry 
in agriculture. There was one in 2007 and 
another in 2011. 

This inquiry is intended to :

• indicate priority areas for removing 
or reducing unnecessary regulatory 
burdens on farm businesses

• identify where there is greatest scope 
to pursue regulatory objectives in 
more efficient ways

• identify unnecessary restrictions on 
competition 

• assess whether the current level 
at which matters are regulated is 
appropriate and if better coordination 
across governments would reduce 
unnecessary overlap 

• look at whether Australia’s farm 
export competitiveness could be 
improved by minimising duplication 
between domestic regulation and the 
requirements of importing countries 

• examine whether regulatory 
approaches adopted in other countries 
might be relevant for Australia.

The issues paper was released at the 
end of last year and the Commission is 
now working towards a draft report. The 
Commission has been talking to various 
stakeholders around Australia, including 
Growcom. 

It is important to hear from farmers. 
We’d love to hear your examples of where 
regulation is hurting your farm business 
and holding back your own ‘Great Leap 
Forward’. It may be that in some areas 
more regulation is needed, not less - 
like biosecurity and Country of Origin 
Labelling. Your thoughts will be included 
(anonymously of course) in Growcom’s 
submission due on 12 February. For more 
information please contact Growcom 
Chief Advocate, Rachel Mackenzie,  
on 07 3620 3844 or email:  
rmackenzie@growcom.com.au.

The issues paper can be found at:  
www.pc.gov.au/inquiries/current/
agriculture/issues
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FREE 
ONLINE!

Infopest has been recognised by specialists in the field as 
a dependable, easy to use resource for helping Australia’s 

primary industries and other agencies achieve disease and 
pest free produce and animals. 

www.infopest.com.au 



To see if our products are right for you always read the PDF from the product issuer WFI (ABN 24 000 036 279 AFSL 241461). 

Farm insurance that 
knows you mean 
business.

Call 1300 934 934 or visit wfi.com.au/farm

Insurance you can tailor for your farm business.

At WFI, our Area Managers and Client Service Teams are 

experienced insurance professionals who take the time to 

listen, understand what’s important to you and talk to you 

about your insurance options. That way you get the cover 

that suits your needs. 

WFI Rural Plan consists of a range of different policies, 

covering a wide variety of risks. This approach gives you 

greater flexibility, and if circumstances change it is easy for 

you to add another policy.

Why choose WFI?
•  We are a leading insurer with over 90 years’ experience

•  You deal directly with WFI, from enquiry to claim

•  You can tailor your own insurance package

Need an insurance quote? 

Call 1300 934 934 for a competitive quote or more 

information. Alternatively, visit wfi.com.au/farm

WFI Rural Plan policies you can choose from:

Farm 
property 
damage

Farm loss 
of income

Farm 
general 
property

Farm 
transit

Farm 
legal 
liability

Farm 
machinery 
breakdown

Farm 
electronic 
equipment

Farm 
burglary 
and theft

Classic 
home

Standard 
home

Personal 
legal 
liability

Personal 
valuables

Domestic 
workers 
(WA only)

Motor 
vehicle

Pleasure 
boat

Personal 
accident 
and illness


